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(eneva, 5 Nove_mber 2014

M1lad1n Draglcevw, HRR Deputy Minister, Head of Delegatmn

Dear Chairman of the UN Human nghts Council, rebpected members of the Coungil, ladles :
and gentlemen

Tt is my honour and pleasure to have been given the opportumty to greet you and convey
warm regards from Bosnia and Herzegovma

On behalf of the delegatron of Bosma and Herzegovina and on my own behalf, I thank you -
for the warm welcome and comphments I wish this one-day meeting to be successful and
fru1tﬁrl and to result in conclusions and recommendations of the Universal Periodic Review
Working Group as guidelines.and direction for appropriate authorities of Bosnia and
Herzegovina to further successfully cooperate with UN appropriate bodies. We believe that
the cooperation has been constructive and at a high level so far, which is reflected in our
effort to fulfil our UN treaty reporting obligations in a timely manner by successful
presentation of initial and periodic reports of Bosnia and Herzegovina on the human rights
situation in particular fields and, on the other hand, timely recomimendations and instructions
 for further progress of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the field of more consistent protection of
human rights of all citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina and those who stay in its territory.”

On this occasion, before opening a discussion, I want to introduce to you members of the
delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, who will provide, in accordance with their authorities
and responsibilities, hopefully, realistic, comprehenswe professronal and honest answers to
questmns that you are going to ask. :

‘The delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina consists of: -

1. Miladin Dragi¢evié¢, HRR Deputy Minister, Head of Delegation, -

2. DraZenka Mali¢begovié PhD, Assistant Minister of Civil affairs of BiH, :

3. Mrlos Prica PhD, Ambassador, Head of BiH Permanent Mission to UN Office at Geneva,

4. Zeljko Bogut, Secretary General to the Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

‘5, Veljko Purkovié, Expert Advisor/Inspector for Expert Inspections in the Ministry of

Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

6. The Government of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina appointed to the Delegation

Jasenko -Muharemagi¢, Advisor to the Prime Minister of the Federatlon of Bosnia and

Herzegovina,

7. The Government of the Republlka Srpska appomted to the Delegauon Marlo Duraglc and
Rajko Kli¢kovi¢ PhD, Head of Department in the Mmlsuy of Labour, Veterans and
People with D1sab111tles of Republika Srpska.




8 The Govelnment of the Brcko District of Bosnia and Herzegovma appointed to the
‘Delegation Cvijetin. Nikoli¢, Adv1sor to Mayor of the Brcko District of Bosnia and
Herzegovrna _ :

9. Saliha Puderija MSe, Assistant Mlnrster f01 Human nghts

- '10. Nemanja Pandureyi¢, Head of Deputy Minister’s Office S

11. Sanela Latié¢, Head of Department of Cooperation with National and Internatronal :
Judicial Authorities, the Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and Herzegovina = :
12.Roksanda Mii¢, interpréter and

13. Harrs Mesmovrc, 1nte1 preter

' _ ‘We trred to ensure today § session attendance of representatrves of all relevant 1n1nrstr1es .
both at the level of Bosnia and Herzegovina and from the Entities and Breko Drstrrct of BrH _
_who can contrrbute to this constructlve dalo gue..

I would also hke to mentron that in accordance w1th Gurdehnes 17/ 1 19 to Resolutron 16/21 '
‘of the Human Rrghts Council adopted at its 35th meetlng held on 17 June 2011, the Ministry-

. of Human Rrghts and Refugees' prepared. this report through the participation of a large
- number of state and entity 1nst1tutrons, representatives of civil society, non- govelnr.nental

organizations and associations that are directly involved in the protection of human rights and
_ fundamental - freedoms  and collected various reports, ~analysis, 1nformatron ‘and
- recommendations in order to present the human rights situation in BiH, - |

~

* ‘Thank you for your attention! o

" PartII

" INTRODUCTION

'- In the second cycle of the UPR for Bosnia and Herz-egovina' for 'which a rep'ort"Was sent to-

"~ the UN Human Rights Couneil in July 2014 we are going to brreﬂy present act1v1t1es ca:med

out between the two reporting cyole The report for the second eycle of the UPR prov1des
" 1nformation on progress made in the- country, whrch is consohdated for the State and
: cornpared to the prev1ous reportlng perlod SR ' '
1 ani taklng thrs opportunlty to empha:nze our commrtment to fulﬁl 1nternat10nal human 7-

:rlghts obhgatlons through ongomg efforts to 1mprove the Bifl leglslatron and enforcement of .

o treaties of multrlateral and brlateral natire,

' LLast sprrng Bosma and Herzegovma was affected by natural drsasters - floods that engulfed '
the- most of the country In’ addrtlon to problems in terrhs of econorny “and development —

Bosnla and Herzegovma anyway faces a host of polrtrcal economic: and developrnental-



issues. This §igniﬁcant1y affects the process of democratization of society and the human

rights situation. ‘

Wiﬂd regard to the recommendations that were sent to Bosnia and Herzegovina following the

first UPR, a number of activities have been launched and carried out.

The progress in the adoptlon of new mtcrnatlonal instruments has been contmued and Bosnia

and Herzegovma has acceded the following: -

- the Furopean Convention on the Protectlon of Children against Sexual EXplofta‘uon and has
prepared the initial report on the 1mplementatlon of the Conventlon which has been
submitted to the Lanzarote Committee. _ _

- Ratification of the Council of Europe ‘Conv_ention on Contact concerning Children for
facilitation of contacts with children, as a large number of refugees from Bosnia and
Herzegovina resides in European Union countries; '

- Ratification of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights has enabled citizens of Bosnia and Herzeg'ovina to file communications
with relevant committees with a view of protecting human rights.

' Protectmg the rights of persons with disabilities is of partlcular interest to the authorlues in
Bosnla and Herzegovma so, based on the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Dlsablhtles and the Optional Protocol, Bill has produced and submitted reports

on therr implementation to the relevant committee. In the 1mplementatlon of the Conventlon
several activities have been carried out, the most 1mportant being the adoption of policies and
Entity strategles in the field of dlsablhty, which means structured addressing the protectlon of

people with disabilities. ' -

The BiH Council of Minidters has recognized caring for people with disabilities in the area of
socie.Ll--welfare, so Bosnia and Herzegovina has joined activities of the Council of Europe to
improve the persons with disabilities situation. The starﬁng point for our activities is the
Recommendation of the Committee of Mirlisters on the Council of Europe Acﬁon Plan to
quallty of life of people with dlsablhtws in Europe 2006—2015. We strrve to monitor and
- coordinate the implementation of the Recommendation in the coming period and o
continuously take activities to promote the Recommendations in BiH, and, in this respect, to

further intex

ify cooperation with the Council of Europe, the relevant Entity istitutions and




‘Efforts are still made to balance. hurhan rights of persons with disabilities: the Council of

Ministers have decided to establish the Couneil for People with Disabilities of Bosnia and ..
: Herzegovina as an advisory .and eoordinating body in- charge of monitoring the
, implementation of the UN Convention and initiating amendments to person-s with disabilitiesr

legislation:

Bosnia and Herzegovina‘ra‘_ﬁﬁed the International Convention ‘for the Protection of All
* Persons from Enforeed Disappearance, which entered ‘intol fotce in 2012. Pursuant fo the |
[ previsions of this Convention .Bosnia and Herzepovina has recognized the competenee of the
Comrmttee for the Enforced Disappeatances. _ | |

The competent authonty for the issue of missing per sons is the Missing Persons Institute of -
Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is operational, although. we still strive to find a common
‘ground in establishing a new management structure and a fund to help families of 1nissing
-persons in BiH and to offer a solution that will provide a uniform social support for families
of mlssmg persons which support is now provided in the Entlties

In Bosnia and Herzegovma efforts are made to dchieve solutions in the field of transfuonal
]ustlee ' '
Human nghts Instltutmns Capaclty Bu:ldmg

- The. -Anti- Dlseumlnatlon Law. has created a mechanism nécessary for combating
d1scr1m1nat10n, and now efforts are being- made to get as many people to know and be tramed_
in better enforcement of the Law. We are trying to expand the circle of trained officials at the
Entity level and 1mprove the monitoring system of discrimination at the nat10na1 level by
estabhshmg an information system for collectlng data on d1scr1m1nat10n cases. In the coming
period we W1}1 continue 1mpr0vmg this- Law with the aim of improving the system of
" proteetlon against discrimination and better coverage of all vulnerable groups in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. '

" Entity institutions of onibudsman for human rights have been unlﬁed in the Insnlutlon of
Human Rights Ombudsman of Bosnia and Herzegovina and in the eommg peuod we will
work to improve the Law in terms of strengthening the mdependence of these institutions and
the establishment of “national preventlve mechamsms as recommended by the UN
Committee,

| Child Protectlon _

The Council for Children was established in 2013 as a profe351onal inter-agency, adv1sory

and coordmatmg body of the Council of Ministers in eharge of monitoring the International
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Convention qn__-the_ Rights of the Child (CRC) and desigr_ting. a new action blan for children,
with a view to permanent prometing and advocating,better i)retection of human ‘rights_ of
children. _ |
Great efforts have Been made to fulfil the international commitments, so the Action Plan for
Children and to combat violence against children and the following policy docaments have
been designed: the Policy Framework for improving early !growth an__d'development'of
ehitdre'n in -'Bosni'a and I—I'erzegovina- (2012);- the Strategy and Action Plan for the
improvemént of the social situation of persons with. disabitities (2010-2015)‘ the Nattonal
Actlon Plan for Combating Drug Abuse in Bosnia and Herzegovma (2009 2013), the Act10n
Plan for the Protection of Chﬂdren and Preventlon of Vlolence against Ch11dren through
Information and. Commumcatlon Techn010g1es in BiH by 2015 the Strategy for Combating
Human Trafﬁckmg in Bosnia and Herzegovina and AP (2013 -2015), the Strategy in the field
: of immigration and asylum (2012-2015)

~ Inclusive education

Measures under the Revised Action Plan for Roma Education are aimed at increasing
em*elment of Roma children in primary, seeondary and hlgher education. The percentage of
drop-outs in j;)l*imafy and secondary education ts already noticeably smaller: 95% of R,otna
children who atte‘rtd primary and secondary education are p'royided with free tethooks,'
transportatlon and school meals by the - felevant edueattona1' authorities and Alocal :
communities. In some communities, with the support of NGOs, Roma asmstants are hired by :

‘'schools to_help Roma children in learning, Incentive measures are reflected in seminars, °
campaigns, meetings and workshops held for Roma parent, which are aimed at raiéing
awareness of the need .for regular attendanee and school completion, According to the Report
of the M1n1stry for Human Rights and Refugees (2012/13) there are 10 Roma umver31ty
students and they all have Scholarshlps Based on framework laws for: preschool prlmary, _
secondary and higher education in BIH,‘thG Roma are_not segregated at any level of
education. 7

Inclusive education in prtmary and secondary schools ‘has been 'ptescribed as a legal

-‘obhgatlon, which means obligatory access to school by all categorles of chlldren with special
needs, while respectlng their objective ab111t1es and especially with 1dent1fy1ng and applying

~ the best'lnterests of each individual child. Further, pedagogical standards and norms set forth

teaching conditions in schools and prbvide for a larger number of clisses per grade in




;
comparison with the 'previous‘period and for a smaller nuniber of students per class, which . -
enables beiter performance and the inclusion of all children in the educational process
Bosnia and Herzegovma has an adequate legal framework in the field of education but in
practice there are problems with the enforcement. Article 8(7) of the Framework Law on -
‘Vocational Bducation and Tr’ainidg in BiH determines that the education of children with
spec1a1 needs is 1mplemented accordmg to the adapted programmes of vocational schools
adopted by the relevant cducational authormes In accordance with Article 35 schools may
not dlscr1m111ate children in their access to education ot in the educational process on the
- basis of race, colour, sex, language religion, political or other opmlon national or social
origin, the fact that they are children with special needs or on any other grounds. For the
urposes of parag1aph (1) of this Art1c1e the competent authorlues and institutions, together_.. -'
- with -schools, are partlcularly responslble for prov1d1ng functional premises and supportmg
mfrastructure for access and particlpatlon in education for chﬂdren young people and adults
with special’ needs , ' _
Referring to the claim that "The authormes neither hear nor understand the 1n1t1at1ve to.
modlfy cumcula so that, in schools, young people can be taught fo accept dlfferences, 1o
better know and understand each other Wlth a view to overcommg gaps between ethnic and "
, 1.el1g10us_ groups", we’ emphas1ze that the legal and ‘strategic documents governing education |
‘have cfeated p'reconditions and obligatio_ns .for the: development of ‘a tolerar:it,r"multiwetllnic

“environment in schools in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Designing annual.-and long-term development pla_ns_; educational institutions .at all levels
define and implement programs to promote tolerance in public education.

- In the framework of their activities, the Conference of Ministers of Education and the
" Council fof'GeneraI Bducation of BiH, as an advisory and c‘oordinating bodyrin the ﬁe‘ld of
educat1on contribute to the development of tolerance, mutual respect understandmg, trust

and respect for dwerslty in schools in Bosma and He1zegov1na

Mmorlty Protectlon
“The operation of the Councﬂ for Natlonal Mmormes not only at the level of B1H but also at
‘the Entity level, has been ensured and. representatives of all mmormes in" Bosnia and

Herzegovina sit on them.



In order to better implement the valid laws, BiH has designed and adopted the Bill Strategy
* for Roma and Revised Action Plan for Addressing Roma issues in the areas of employment,
housing and health care in 2013. A strategic platform fo address the issues of national

minorities in BiH is in process of developing. -

With a view to more specifigally intervening and implenieﬁtiﬁg the poiicics adoptedp in the
previous period, budget funds in the amount of EUR 1.5 million per year for the support of
the Action Plan for Roma _ar'e appropriated, which has brbught about significant

achievements in the implementation of the Programme for. Roma housing and -improving |
health care and empldymen‘; of Roma across the country. There are signiﬁcanf IPA funds
intehded for Roma programmes in BiH. In addition, specific activities on the education of
Roma and increasing the number of Roma children in the education system have been carried
out. Information campaigns and progrémlﬁes that are implemented to reduce prejudices and

stereotypes about the Roma in Bill are very important.

Social inclusion

_ Bosnia and Herzegovina continuously and timely reports on the problems of vulnerable

-groups and, in relation to that, proposes various programmes aimed at minorities; children

and women victims of violence and trafficking, which provide addifional funds from the

budget and donor programs of UNFPA, UNDP,V UNHCR, UNICEF, Save the Children -and

the OSCE. I want to emf)hasize that, through MHRR and direct partnerships with local’
NGOs, special protection progrémmes ensuring a sustainable prografnme for the protection

of children and wbmen victims of trafficking have been regularly iinplémen‘ted and funds for -

the implementation of individual integration programs have been provided.

Global economic trends and making appropriate business eénvironment to the maximum
extent affect the right to work and just and adequate conditions of work, the process of

privatization and economic recovery of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

For many years after the war, Bosnia and Herzegovina has been facing growing poverty,
- huge needs for ensuring sufficient funds for housing reconstruction and sustainable return,
i.e. the provision of social security and adequate standard of living,

=l

The right to trz‘lvel documents....




The .right to an identity card or passport of Bosnia and Herzcgovina is exercised by BiH
cmzens who. fulfil requirements p10v1ded for in the Law on. Identlty Cards of CltlZGllS of -
Bosnia and Herzegovrna whrch provrdes that an identity card is a ‘public document provmg
* identity, piace and date of birth, place of residence or temporary rcmdence f_or displaced

persons and citizens of BiH. Further the Law provides that a citizen of BiH older than 18

' years res1d1ng in BiH and displaced persons residing in Bill are obhged to have an identity .

~ card issued i in their place of permanent residence. A BiH citizen can have only one 1dent1ty '
card Travel documents of BiH are governed by the Law on Travel Documents whlch
prov1des that afravel document isa pubhc document provrng identity and crtlzensh1p of BiH,
* which includes: passport diplomatic passport ofﬁcral passport, group passport travel sheet
Seaman booklet and other documents wh1ch enable Bill citizens' travelhng abroad in

accordance with international agreements.

In the prevrous perrod two s1tuat10ns could be consrdered to brmg about some problems in
BiH. The first situation was due to a fa11ure to pass the Law on Amendments to the Law on
Single Personal. Identification Number, when citizens could not geta pa_ssport, because they
did not have a "SPIN“' and it was a te‘chnical issue. That law was adopted in 201.;3 Certain _
problems were . encountered in issuing passports for d1sp1aced pefsons (persons who do not
. permanently live in BiH; but Jjust stay for a.while) due to mlsmterpretatlon of the provisions
of the Jaw, There were no formal complamts regardmg this issue, but all dllemmas Were
: solved by passing the Law on Amendments to the Law on Travel Documents of Bosnla and
I—Ierzcgovma in 2013. A prercqursrte for obtammg 1dent1ﬁcatron documents is that a person
has been reglstered m the register of blrths and reg1ste1 of crtrzens of Bosma and
Herzegovma Crvrl registration is the. responsrblhty of the Entrtres and Breko District. The
Mrmstry of . Civil Affalrs has been actively Involved in all actlvrtres related fo the
.'1r_nplementat10n of the ; so called Zagreb Declaratron._ In this area, srgmﬁcant progress was

- made.,

: Securlty _

Tn the last 15 years, since the prescnce of trafﬁckmg was observed in BiHl ﬂrst plans-and
comprehenswe measures have been taken seeking to prevent and suppress this phenomenon
In a relatively short tlme and in very drfﬁcult circumstances BiH has achieved srgmﬁcant :

: results in the fight against human trafﬁckmg This is evidenced by a number of 1nd1cators -



given in international monitoring reports which were consistent in assessing that this problem
.pel'SIStS in BiH but to a much lesser extent than in prev1ous years, though. '

The Council of Ministers has adopted a Strategy for Countering Trafﬁckmg in BiH and
Action Plan for the period 2013-2015, whlch is based on an innovative approach that
involves the full participation of eivil socnety in the preparation of the Strategy for
Countering Trafficking in BiH 2013-2015, as a comprehensive. process of consultation
between all the domestic and foreign .and international éntities invoived. The leading
- stakeholder in the development of the Strategy was the State Coordinator for Combating
Trafﬁckmg in Human Beings and Illegal Immigration in BiH. |

The strategy is designed on a reahst1e basis and on 111ternat1ona11y accepted pr1n01p1es of
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It c_ontams five primary objectives and
33 strategic measures that the comp'etent institutions, 69 in total, should carry out to reduce
~ the number of these cases. One of the stratégic obje'ctives relates to the prosecution of
trafficking crimes with a view of‘im'proving the system of detection, proving and prosecuting -
of all forms of this type of offences. |
When it comes to the. protection of trafficked victims, it is reflected in the provisi'on of
adequate psychological, medical, social and legal assistance, while the protecti.on and
assistance in the rehabilitation and return to the country of habitual residence is envisaged,
too. Foreigners having been victims of trafﬁcking are placed in shelters where they receive:
~adequate and safe housmg, health care, information, legal status and counselling, -legal
assistance in crlmlnal and other proceedmgs

In early 2010, BiH passed amendments to the Crlmlnal Code of BiH, whlch brought the
criminal offen_ee of "Trafficking in Persons” {Article 186) in line with relevant international
_ standards. This is noticeable from the amended provisions of this article within which the
concept of human trafficking is redefined, the aggravating circumstance of committirtg this
crime are set forth, the forms of complicity in crime are specified and the use of services of
~victims of trafficking is'criminalized, the grounds for seizure of articles and transportation
means used for commission of ctimes of human trafﬁcking are defined and the possibility of
_ temporat'y or permanent cloeufe of establisﬁfnents used for the purpose of trafficking are

provided for.




The Republika Srpska and'BD have made their eubstant'ive criminal legislatioﬁ consistent
with the Criminal Code of Bill that is in full compliance with the Protocol to Prevent,
Suppress and Punist_l Trafficking in _Per'soris,_ Especially Women and. Children to the
Convention ("Palermo Protoooll"), the Convention on Action against Trafﬁcking.in' Human -
'_.Beings as the first European agreement on this matter and the new EU'- Direott-ve_ (EU
2011/36). In the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the 'pfocess of harmonization is
before the Pailiament. TheBiH criminal 1egislatiori at all levels ensures that victims can file a

claim for damages in criminal proceedings as a form of compensation.

The protection of foreign viotima of trafficking 1s governed in the._2008‘ Law on MQténtent
‘and Stay of Aliens and Asylum which Wae.a_mended in 2012. The law i5 in line with
international and EU standards When deﬁning policies a:dd.theirﬁimplementation BIH was
" guided by, inter alza the 1nternat10na1 standards set out in the Council of Europe Convention -
ot Actlon against Trafficking in Human Bemgs and the UN Protocol fo Prevent Suppress
and Pumsh Trafficking in Persons. N ‘

In 2013 the Council of Mlmsters adopted the Decision on the estabhshment of acoordinating
body for m1grat1on issues in BiH, which is mandated to monitor the implementation of

m1grat1on and asylura policy i m_ the period 201_2-201 5.

The Mlgratlon and Asylum Strategy and Action Plan for the perlod 2012- 2015 envisage the ‘
following activities: cooperatlon with law enforcement agen01es at the mtematlonal level

1mprov1ng the Jegal and institutional framework for the protection of victims of trafficking in ;
aocor_dance with tnternatlonal_ standards, the promotlon of cooperation  between ‘BiH

‘governmental and non-governmental organizations. .

Corruptiotl is a serious social problem and organized crime is inseparably connected with .
_ corruptlon BiH has established a legislative framework in line Wlth 1elevant international

standards whlch is one of the key systemic requtrements for an effective fight against
| orgamzed crlme The Law on the Whistleblowers Protection in the Inst1tut10ns of Bosnia and
Herzegovina was passed in late 2013. The 2009- 2014 Ariti- Corrupt1on Strategy and an act1on
plan for the 1mp1ementat10n of the 2009- 2014 Anti-Corruption. Strategy- were adopted
individual Integrity Plans of" Action agamst Corruption were. adopted. in the institutions,
agene1es offices of BiH and bylaws. on the . internal reportmg ‘of corruptlon and the

wh1st1eblowers proteotwn in the institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovma were enacted. Public
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awareness raising and motwatlonal processes stemmmg from 1ncreased activities of police

agencres are also a key element in the fight against organized crime.

' Gender Issues

' _Bosnta and I—Ierzegovtna has srgned and ratified some mternatrona] conventions dealmg with -
the prohrbttton of violence agamst women and domestic. violence and harmontzed na’nonal
laws and facilitated thetr 1rnplementatron At the enttty level, a host of laws and bylaws

V'Lnecessary for the preventton of and protectlon from domestic v1olence have been enacted A
multidisciplinary approach by various stakeholders in the protectron of v1ct1ms “of various
forms of violence has created the essent1al prereqms1tes for effectrve protectron of v1ct1ms a
and procedural treatment of the offender. All stakeholders undergo Varlous forms of tratmng

' and there are ongoing act1V1t1es of the relevant institutions, 1nternat10nal and national non- 7
' governrnental organlzatlons to overcome these- problems In acoordance with new laws,
'Women have ‘access to all the three levels of hea;lth care in: famrly plannmg, during

| pregnan_cy, ohrldbtrth and m_otherhoo_d, regardless of their health i insurance status, -

As part of the Gender Aetlon Plan as a bas1o strateglc document for achtevmg gender
equallty, speotﬁe sectoral strategles such as the 2014-2017 Actlon Plan for - the
Implementauon of UNSCR 1325 of Bosnia and Herzegovma the 2013 2017 Strategy for-
Preventing and Combatmg Domestlc V1olence of FBrH ‘the 2014 2019 Strategy for
| Combatmg Domestic Violence of RS The 2014 2018 Stratcgy for the Implementatton of
the Councﬂ of Europe Conventlon on Preventlng and Combatrng Vlolence agamst Women '
and Domestlc Violence of B1H isin the process of adopt1on ' _
: Among the many act1v1tles on prevent1011 of and protectton ftom v1olence agatnst Women the ‘
_Pa_rll_amentary Assembly of B_tH has adopted the "R__esolutlon on combating violence agamst B
women " oonl'lrming that an.y'form' of 'violence against .vrome'n inoluding- dornestic violence
agamst women, 1s a violation of nghts and fundamental freedoms and that it prevents or. .
hinder the exercise of those rlghts and freedoms ' | | |
In order fo 1ncrease Women s capacity to participate.in decrston—makmg, gende1 1nst1tut1onal )
mechamsms and non- governmental ‘organizations of BiH have carned out a number of _3 __
act1V1t1es such’ as workshops foeused on the preparatton of candrdates and ana1y51s
researches oonfetences seminars and round tables on the toplc of how to mcrease the
- number of women in dec151on—1nak1ng posmons These aotlvrttes are partteularly intense in

the pre-electlon perrods for general and local electlons._The Gender Equallty Agency of Bill
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and Entity Gender Centres have implemented proj_ects to promote women's representation in
political and public life, through the signing of the "Declaration of Commitment of Political
Parties for Gender Equality", "Choose Equall 2014" Campaign and "Appoint in the
Executive without Plejudlce ” _

At the entlty 1eve1 the Women's Parliamentary Caucus of FBiH has been established to
overcome political differences and work to improve the daily lives of all citizens, especially
women. From its inception in March 2013, this Caucus of female politicians belonging to
:dif-ferent -pblitical parties. has made a significant effort in organ-izationai development and
influence in Parliament. | | |
[ believe that other members of the BiH delegation Wlll prov1de addltlonal information and
address the specific fields systematlcally answering the advance questlons in thematic
“groups. '

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
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